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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Spring Greetings from Illinois, 

I hope your winter has been, at the very least, 
tolerable.  My condolences if you live in the Northeast sec-
tion of the country!  Once again, the weather has been a bit 
goofy here.  We had a fairly mild winter until February.  
Then we tied the record for the coldest February in history 
with an average high temperature of 14.6°.   Spring starts 
this month, which means things will be looking up soon. 

We traveled to the factory rally in January, stayed with 
friends and had a lovely time.  While we were in Florida, we 
attended the Tampa RV show,   and were amazed at how 
large it was.  It was a lot of fun to see everything and we 
found a few things that we didn’t know we needed.  We 
rarely travel in the winter so it was a nice treat for us. 

I think that we have such clever people in our club.  What a 
great idea they had to combine our club rally with the INTO 
Rally. It keeps us on schedule for meetings and since we 
had been heading toward Louisiana anyway (this just sent 
us a bit further north) it worked out well.  I also want to 
thank those of you who took over when I became too in-
volved with family to do the work and to those who sent 
words of understanding and encouragement.  It just rein-
forces my belief that we have a club of caring, thoughtful 
and compassionate members.   

I hope that many of you will decide to come to the FMCA 
92nd Family Reunion in Madison, Wisconsin from July 29 to 
August 1.  I want to lure you to God’s country and maybe 
that will prompt you to think about having a future rally in 
the north.  I know you will love the trees, lakes and tran-
quility.  

(con’t pg.2) 



 

 

From the National Director on the road in Mexico on March 18th… 

  

We just spent an interesting two days in Vicente Guerrero, Baja California, Mexico.  We’re on a 
Fantasy Caravan in Baja.  In the wee morning hours yesterday, we were awakened by loud-
speakers and sirens.  It seems we were right in the middle of a labor dispute with some rioting.  
Roads were blocked by rocks and burning tires.  The owner of the campground assured us we 
were as safe as possible in the campground and kept us all a as possible.  We kept a low profile 
as we had visitors looking down on us all day and we spent an unplanned extra day waiting for 
things to calm down.  This morning a Police escort was arranged to see us out of the immediate 
danger area and we’ve driven a hundred miles north near Ensanada.  I want to commend the 
Fantasy Staff members leading our trip.  They were diligent and professional in making the best 
of a potentially bad situation. 

 After we finish our Caravan, we’ll be heading to Pomona, CA for the FMCA National spring 
gathering.  Phyllis and I will both be volunteering there so it will be a busy time.  I have no idea 
if any CHOC members will be attending.  After the gathering, we’ll tour the west for about a 
month until we make our way to Shreveport, LA for the CHOC rally and the INTO annual rally.  
I know the CHOC plans were just made but I hope by the time you read this article, 
we will have seen some of you in Louisianna. 

Safe travels to all, 

Chuck Johnson 
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It is time to think about our fall rally.  We need to determine a location and think about elec-
tions for the following board positions.  President; Second Vice President, Rally Coordinator; 
Third Vice President, Communications; FMCA National Director.  I hope that if you have never 
held a position on the board you will think about it now and if you have any questions please feel 
free to contact the current office holder or myself.   

When I receive notice of members who are leaving us for various reasons, I think of how life is 
never static.  As we meet for each rally, we enjoy the company of our new and current CHOC 
friends, but miss our old friends.  As old friends move on we wish you well and want you to know 
you are always welcome back and we hope we see you down the road. 

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people 
will never forget how you made them feel.”      Maya Angelou 

Hope to see many of you at Shreveport in April.  We’ll be talking again soon, 

Melody 
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SECRETARY’S MEMO 

 

I'm hoping that many of you will be able to make it to our mini rally in April. Be sure and email me at.  
kreilly271@yahoo.com  to let me know so I can have a list of attendees to share.  There are still a few de-
tails being worked out, and Phil will send a blast when any news becomes available.  We attended the 
SEA rally in February in Sarasota with the Abosamra’s, and we're looking forward to another great 
FMCA  rally.  There are always good seminars and interesting vendor items.  Here's a good website to 
visit, www.rvtravel.com.   There's a place on the site where you can sign up for their mini daily newslet-
ter, with a tip of the day.  Included are some interesting and helpful items for RVing - it's always inter-
esting to see what new things are available. See you in Shreveport!      

Karin 

 

TREASURES  REPORT 

 

 As of 3/20/15, we have 112 paid member-coaches for 2015.  Four of these are members rejoining from 
prior years.  We have 8 members who will not rejoin and 9 whom we still have not heard from and will 
be officially dropped from membership April 15 unless they renew. 

 Margaret  

 

New Member Corner  

 

We are so glad to welcome our new members to the club.  

Gail Cortelyou and Glenda Keach from Florida  

Dale and Connie Twomley from Hendersonville, NC  

Iain and Katie Anderson from Naples, FL  

Bill and Kathy Beaty from Naples, FL  

Harry Ruhser and Carol Reardon from Hereford, AZ  

Scott Sleight from Longville, MN  

We hope you will be joining us at our rallies so we can get to know you.  

 

Jan  
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CHOC AT-A-BOYS  

Many things to like about the CHOC rallies we’ve attended: 

It’s been an opportunity to meet fellow CH owners and discuss pros and cons of the various CH 
units.  Members are excellent sources on what works to rectify a problem and what doesn’t 
work.  They help newcomers to RV-ing and those new to Coach House get the most from CH 
RV’s.  

CHOC members have shared travel tips, info on various destinations, and pitfalls to avoid. 

Rally coordinators have “done their homework” to identify appropriate campgrounds and places 
of interest in the various areas and have taken care of the logistics necessary to accommodate 
attending CHOC members.  Especially for those new to the RV lifestyle, this helps mitigate the 
“learning curve” concerning important considerations to keep in mind while living in a home on 
wheels. 

 Jean and George Oaks 

xoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxo 

 

A colorful postcard… and a quick wrist action almost destined it to the junk mail stack, but the 
Coach House logo caught my eye.  A new Coach owner in 2014, I hadn’t yet joined the CHOC 
community, but thankfully, someone in marketing had the foresight to send the Rally invitation 
to all owners!  Great advice from Steve (Gerzeny) along with several other aspects of the trip at-
tracted me to go ahead and join the CHOC group and attend the rally.  The close proximity to 
Atlanta and the interesting agenda prompted me to consider it.  What fun it was to join a group 
with a common interest (Coach House), and to explore such interesting historical sights in St. 
Augustine!  As a solo owner, so far I have only traveled in my Coach to visit family in distant 
states, and had been hesitant to investigate more than that on my own.  This Rally gave me that 
opportunity to explore new areas and meet new friends.   

CHOC welcomed me and other new members with open arms, and I thoroughly enjoyed the en-
tire week in St. Augustine.  The campground was great, very natural (wildlife included!), and 
was accommodating to our group size with a nice meeting hall to gather in for our nightly dinner 
& activities. 

The agenda was very full and enjoyable.  Historical sites abound in St. Augustine, and the loca-
tions and tours set up by Nancy, our Rally Coordinator were tremendous.  Meals were delicious 
and interesting with the wide variety supplied by all on the “pot luck” nights! 

I’m very happy that I joined the CHOC group and attended the rally… met wonderful new 
friends, enjoyed touring St. Augustine and will look forward to upcoming rallies! 

 

Sherry  Burger 
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MORE CHOC AT-A-BOYS 

 

The rally at St. Augustine was well organized and convenient as were the facilities- we would 
have liked to be in a conversation with people that own platinum II and discuss merit of perfor-
mance & any operational difficulties that may have had and how they Solved them- everyone 
was very friendly and we were happily shown how to get on Facebook to better communicate 
with others- we enjoyed the new model and talking with the group from the home office- we're 
looking forward to the Jan rally and getting some tweaking done to our RV.  

Rob & Lori Purcell 

 

xoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxo 

 

Nancy took up the slack, when I did not think anyone would step forward to replace Phyllis. Her 
efforts were supreme, and the Rally went off without a hitch.  The tours were well planned, and 
although Ruth and I did not stay at the campground, the buses, transportation arrangements, 
food, and tour routes were all well done.  One bus driver, Robert Lee, was so extra very well 
knowledgeable about the St. Ausgustine, Fl area.   He made the trip so very interesting.  We 
would have enjoyed a tour of the fort, but then, we could have gone on our own, if we wanted to. 
Look forward to the next time.   

Charles and Ruth Porterfield 

 

xoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxo 

 

John and I were very pleased to attend the first CHOC Rally, in St. Augustine, FL, that we were 
able to attend since I was elected FMCA National Secretary in 2011.  This was also the first ral-
ly I had attended since 2007 where I was not the Rally Coordinator.  This is still the same won-
derful and friendly group that I had remembered it to be.  I know only too well what goes into 
planning and conducting a rally, only to make it look easy to our members.   Well, Nancy did a 
terrific job, and we had a great time.  CHOC is really a special group and a special FMCA chap-
ter. 

 John and Vicky H. Ferrari 
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MORE CHOC AT-A-BOYS 

 

The park:  It is possibly the most beautiful park we have used since I became a member .  This 
was our 4th CHOC rally.  The weather was perfect and the host very nice.  The camp sites were 
secluded with plenty of shade.    

I was disappointed in the caterer but there was plenty for everyone.  Day trips were very orga-
nized, well planned and the trolley car pick-up was great.  There was plenty of time for individu-
al shopping and sightseeing.  

What was missed was gathering together outside because we were scattered around the camp.   
Miss the camp fire time and the tour of coaches.  If I had to rate the overall experience It would 
be 9 out of 10.  Had a great time !! 

 Mike and Nancy Korte 

 

xoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxox 

 

I wanted to send a note to CHOC TALK about our first ever rally of any kind.  Pat and I have 
been rving for 9 years but primarily traveling across country enjoying this vast land.  Hats off to 
all of you who volunteer and organize these events.  We thought the whole thing came off flaw-
lessly from food to side trips.  We are in the process of building a new home so trips will be lim-
ited next year but hopefully the next year will allow more travel.  A special thanks to the Coach 
House team, very helpful to have questions answered and see the new homes.   Again thanks to 
all who made us feel so welcome.    

Dan and Pat West 
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